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Synthesis and UV-Vis Absorption of Asymmetric
Bent-Core Liquid Crystals Containing Azo Linkage

LI Zeng-Jun, SHEN Dong”

(Laboratory of Chemical Physics, School of Science, East China University of Science and Technology ,
Shanghai 200237, China, E-mail : zenjun8706 @163. com)

Abstract: Six asymmetric bent-core liquid crystals with different aromatic rings containing
azo linkage were synthesized. Their chemical structures were confirmed by '"H NMR and
HRMS spectra and the liquid crystalline property was studied with polarizing optical micros-
copy and differential scanning calorimeter. All of the synthesized compounds exhibit liquid
crystalline phases and the compound containing three aromatic rings has nematic phase at low
temperature. The absorption spectra of the azo-benzene groups display a high-intensity m-=~
transition at about 330~360 nm and a low-intensity n-x” transition at around 430~450 nm.
The result that the three ring compounds have longer n-7* transition absorption waves than
those of the four and five ring compounds may be caused by the bent shape of the molecules.
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(R 5 R L 1 25 il R & A R A B k. iX
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b o W B2 =X 1 S 4 e A AE D6 BT — B2 AR PR 1 L 1
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ARSCE T DA 32 JE-2- R H R i 3-
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Bral 9990) o Bk BR BT L itk R M . 4 R 4 . A AR AL A
TRMEBR R (37000 R E X AR AR (B
W A 2 3R A R 23 w15 3 A 00 5 R ke i O
CREERIOHR 2 LA R Tl B =>9700) , &
BE g CB) iz T 3R L 99%0) . Ny N-— HF 3 it i
(DMAP, | g4k 385 A w) A7 2D, TLC, i
JB (i 5 v A A BR 2 R 0 UK RN,
N'-Z 3R O 3Rk — 0 (DCC) | X 32 3k 7% F i L 4
PR R MR 2- T 1 L 1-1RARIE 2 b 1R ACIE
e IRARE T b (Il 245 4 A 2 50 A IR A
Al oA et DLE RN 2 A TR
WAL BE . HA A 1 S A Z AT LSS A I
I B O RTER S TN 1| DO 30 3 U B iy et
JoE HE TR Ty | of B TR R R O PR AH LA G R i

MR Y22 . H NMR; Bruker AVANCE #%
AR AL (Bruker 2w i ) . % # CDCly . N #5
TMS; HR MS:Micromass GCTTM (Micromass
Al 5 XP-201 37 5 i O 45 a0 A (b 5t
TR B G £ )5 DSC: Universal V2. 6-
DTA, JHR AR A4 % 10 C/min; 550 A] 1L
LR UV-5501 REEH R BHOR B A
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Fig. 1 Molecular structures synthesized in our work
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43 JO1 250 3 fR FE AR B L A A I
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2.2.1 Pk 2a 895 K

$ 3.02 g (10 mmol) 2-H F-3-FIL K H IR .
40 mL HEEE T 100 mL BB, vk 45 14
TR 10 min, I 1E R O - 2B A 2. 2
mL SOCL, (24 6 min JHIN5E MO . MoE)E . B R T
BRI 5 ho W EZER .S A6
BfR. A 44 mL 10% Na,CO, 7K ¥ . #+E .
A A, BRI S R R A
B(3X15 mL), o7k Na, SO, T4, i 1§, 98 E 7%
Bk LR LB B2 T (50 'C) 1 h 5159 J6 (5%
WA 3.00 g, I :90. 7%,

'"H NMR (CDCl,, 500 MHz) §: 2. 21 (s,
3H), 3.82(s, 3H), 5.14(s, 2H), 6.84(d, J=
7.80 Hz, 1H), 6.92(d, J=7.49 Hz, 1H),
7.01(t, J=7.73 Hz, 1H).

2.2.2 WK 3a 69 A

$4 1. 65 g (10 mmol) 2-F F&-3-58 I8 1 /iR

F B InAE] 50 mL BB . 20 mL (KB N
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Fig. 2 Synthesis of five-ring asymmetric bent-core liquid crystal JO1

11 BT BR /7K B WO i BT rkoKis A 3.5
mL 37 % (R R . 86 J1 i FE 10 min, JIA 0.83 g
(12 mmol) NaNO, JyK/KIE 10 mL, @ )1 i+
0.5 h, pH R 4H I 2 R 1 (1~2), 3&H KI ik
YA I P2 5, I A& A R 2 (0. 12 @) B vKoK
W 5 mL £ R NaNO, , sk #% S 4tE 0.5 h.
A58 il 1) LR VA R

TE 250 mL BT A, M A 0. 94 g (10
mmol) ZE I} A1 0. 8 g (20 mmol) NaOH, 20 mL yK
IR IS S VKV 2 AT F b o H G0 v vk bR e 151
AHrp SR a IR A EEN il . 0~5 CF
i Pk 2 b AT A B3 X 10 mL) . 3 FH K
W oK Na, SO, T M, Wk & 2% B & 5. H.O/
EtOH T 45 &, M T 5153 1. 91 g B R, ik
RLT0.8% s . 141.6~142.2 C,

'"H NMR (DMSO-d6, 500 MHz)§:2. 79(s,
3H). 3. 87 (s, 3H), 6. 94(d, J =38.51 Hz,
2H), 7.40(t, J=7.76 Hz, 1H), 7.67(d, ] =
7.92 Hz,1H), 7.81(d, J=8.51 Hz, 2H),7. 84

(d,J=7.58 Hz, 1H), 10.37(s, 1H),
2.2.3 i da 946K

¥ 0.68 g (2.5 mmoDL & W) 3a BT 25 mL
TER B A 5 mL T4 CH.CL &, &
FUOKB LB MA 0. 26 g (3 mmol) — & Mt
. MEWRAEBE G IMA 1 mg IR R , =
M HE 3 h, ] 38 mg NaHCO, F 2 Jii 7K K
N B HE 10 min, JE 28 BR i A fE AR 2 AT CA
D 73, 1% 0.50 g L fk, WH.56. 5%,
15 15:100.6~101.2 C,

"H NMR (CDCl;, 400 MH2z)§:1.57~1.72
(m, 4H), 1.90~1.92(m, 2H), 2.92(s, 3H),
3.62~3.67(m, 1H),3.87~3.91(m, 1H) 3. 94
(s, 3H), 5.53(t, J=3.06 Hz, 1H), 7.17(d,
J=8.92 Hz, 2H), 7.30(t,J=7.86 Hz, 1H),
7.72(d,J =17.96 Hz, 1H), 7.89~7. 92 (m,
3H),
2.2.4 A& Sa dh AR

TE 25 mL BEI . A 0.35 g (1 mmol) fk
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4% 4a.,0.06 g (1.5 mmol) NaOH .7 mL {&FH [t
J96:1 i ECOH/H,O %k - I mlk 1.5 h, ¥
WL UKIE ST AR ER R AT pH 2 5~6. 00
7K 10 mL, A7 8 0 [ R B il s, K vk Bt T 4
0.30 g B[, F.88.2%,

'"H NMR (DMSO-d6, 400 MHz)§: 1. 61~
1.87(m, 6H), 2.85(s, 3H), 3.59~3.63(m,
1H), 3.74~3.80(m, 1H), 5.64(t, J=2. 86
Hz, 1H), 7.23(d, J=8.96 Hz, 2H), 7.41(t,
J=7.78 Hz, 1H), 7.68(dd, J,=8.10 Hz, J,=
1.02 Hz, 1H), 7.89~7.92(m, 3H), 10. 33(s,
1H),

2.2.5 PR Ta 844 %

£ 3.92 g (15 mmol) XF + — 45 J& K BZ i A
100 mL [E B H . T 38 mL AR Ry 1:1 Y
PR / 7V TR 3 S R o8 v ) R G R R
BEFRBH BB, 5 min J5. A 3.8 mL
37V I EL R . ¥ 1. 24 g (18 mmol) NaNO, &
T 20 mL ykOK o IR AR R T G248 b i A
FRRA R P WL IR vk IR
£ 1 h, H¥ER KL 4UR M NaNO, & & i .
AIA0.18 g (3 mmoD) IR & [k 2 £ 1Y NaNO, , 7K
VB RE 1 3EFE 0.5 b A5 3 i i T R SRV W

1 250 mL BB P EcH] 0.62 g NaOH.2.5 g
Na, CO; M2 s il 38 mL, Ffff 1. 41 g Ay
/NS = N S Q7 3 3 o SO A W 1 = R D E )
PR MV ARG S i I A s Wb A 6
A A B PR O 4 1 b HhUE, KPR M T
R AT Y T S 1) 45 BT A T AR 4. 40 g,
3 :80. 026 s 5 41:86.9~88.0 C,

"H NMR (CDCl;, 500 MH2)8:0. 88(t, J=
6.80 Hz, 3H), 1. 26~1.32(m, 18H), 1. 63~
1.69(m, 2H), 2.67(t, J=7.62 Hz, 2H), 6. 95
(d, J=8.31 Hz, 2H), 7.31(d, J=8. 16 Hz,
2H), 7.82(d, J=8.16 Hz, 2H), 7.88(d, J=
8.31 Hz, 2H),

2.2.6 febd 8a #y R,

ET RS 4% 0. 28 g (0.8 mmoD L&)
5a.,0. 30 g (0. 8 mmoD L& % 8a.0.20 g DCC,
0.01 g DMAP #1 10 mL T 1 CH,CL, fit A 25
mL TR SR B 24 h, g,
CH,Cl, BE¥ . R ZEBR A A E M (CH, Cly) 43
B 150,47 g AR, IR 85.3%,

'"H NMR (CDCl;, 400 MHz)6:0. 88(t,J=
6.80 Hz, 3H), 1. 26 ~1. 33(m, 18H), 1. 55~
1.75Cm, 5H), 1. 89~1.93(m, 2H), 1. 99~
2.06(m, 1H), 2.69(t, J=7.66 Hz, 2H), 3.03
(s, 3H), 3.63~3.67(m, 1H), 3.88~3.94(m,
1H), 5.54(t, J=2.98 Hz, 1H), 7.19(d, J=
9.00 Hz, 2H), 7. 33(d, J=8. 32 Hz, 2H),
7.39~7.43(m, 3H), 7. 82~7.87(m, 3H),
7.94(d, J=8.96 Hz, 2H), 8.01(d, J=38. 80
Hz, 2H), 8.21(dd, J, =7.68 Hz, J,=1. 00
Hz, 1H),

2.2.7 fh4h 9a Wk

$40.35 g (0.5 mmol) k&% 8a il A 25
mL T4 BEmS, H 10 mL CH,CL 1 4 mL
CH;OH #f#. C2W M), A 0.014 g PTSA,
FWBEFE 4 he WUEZEBRE R CH.CL A2
GRS A 0.28 g WA R, R 82, 200 K N
143.2~143.8 C,

"H NMR (DMSO-d6, 400 MHz)¢: 0. 85(t,
J=6.64 Hz, 3H), 1.23~1.30(m, 18H), 1.59~
1.65(m, 2H), 2.68(t,J=7.18 Hz, 2H), 2. 94
(s, 3H), 6.98(d, J=38.80 Hz, 2H), 7.42(d,
J=8.40 Hz, 2H), 7.53(t,J=7.86 Hz, 1H),
7.59(d, J=8.80 Hz, 2H), 7.80(d,J=7. 60
Hz, 1H), 7.83~7.88(m, 4H), 8. 00(d, J=
8.00 Hz,2H), 8. 21(d, J =7. 48 Hz, 1H),
10. 34(s, 1TH),

2.2.8 BAFST JOL #9465

TER R T A 182 mg (0. 3 mmoD fb &
) 9a.73 mg (0. 33 mmol) %f B 3L A I iB .68 mg
(0. 33 mmol) DCC.4 mg (0. 03 mmol) DMAP #:
T 25 mL TR B A 8 mL TR AY
CH.CL , = il #% J1 1 ¥ 24 h, #h98, CH.CL ¥
¥ CHoCL, AR JZ M0 85 . £ R £ Wi/ & B i 235
RT3 0. 18 mg Bk, WA .74.30%.

'H NMR(CDCly, 500 MHz)§: 0. 87~0. 91
(m, 6H), 1.26~1. 34(m, 26H), 1. 64~1. 68
(m, 4H), 2.68~2.73(m, 4H), 3.07(s, 3H),
7.33~7.35(m, 4H), 7. 39~7. 46 (m, 5H),
7.88(t, J=7.88 Hz, 3H), 8. 02~8. 06 (m,
4H), 8.17(d, J=8.17 Hz, 2H), 8. 27(d,J =
7.15 Hz, 1H),

HR MS (ED): Formula C;, Hs, N, O, » Mass
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(M") 806.477 7,Calc. Mass 806.477 1,
2.2.9 Ty LF J02~]06 #E g,

M5B 2 AHEM R D726 sk &9 J02~
J06,28'H NMR FIl HRMS &AL, 4 b & 91 1)
Sk S as R — 2.

(O A& Jo2 i ZdfE

"H NMR (CDCl;, 400 MH2z)§: 0. 88(t,]=
6.82 Hz, 3H), 1. 26~1.33(m, 18H), 1. 60~
1.65(m, 2H), 2.63(t, J=7.70 Hz, 2H), 3.04
(s, 3H), 7.15~7.26(m, 7H), 7.40(d, J=
8.84 Hz, 2H), 7.85(d.J=7.92 Hz, 1H), 8. 04
(d, J=28.80 Hz, 2H), 8.20~8.27(m, 3H),

HR MS(ESD) :Formula C;s H;; FN, O, , Mass
(M"+H) 623.330 5, Calc. Mass 622.320 7,

()5 % Jo3 1P i £k 45

"H NMR(CDCl;, 400 MHz)§: 0. 87~0. 91
(m, 6H), 1. 26 ~1. 34(m, 26H), 1. 46~1.52
(m, 2H), 1. 63~1. 68(m, 2H), 1. 81~ 1. 86
(m, 2H), 2.69(t, J=7.65 Hz, 2H), 3. 03(s,
3H), 4.06(t, J=6.53 Hz, 2H), 7.02(d, J=
8.85 Hz, 2H), 7. 33(d, J=38. 05 Hz, 2H),
7.41~7.43(m, 3H), 7. 83~7.87(m, 3H),
7.95(d, J=8.80 Hz, 2H), 8.02(d, J=38.55
Hz, 2H), 8.22 (d, J=7.55 Hz, 1H).,

HR MS (EI): Formula C;s Hs, N, O; s Mass
(M") 716. 466 6, Calc. Mass 716. 466 5,

G Jo4 w45

"H NMR (CDCl;, 500 MHz)§:0. 88(t,J=
6.88 Hz, 3H)., 1. 26 ~1. 34(m, 18H), 1. 64~
1.69(m, 2H), 2. 68~2.71(t, J=17.63 Hz,
2H), 3. 04 (s, 3H), 4. 65(d, J=5. 23 Hz,
2H), 5.35(d,J=10.53 Hz, 1H), 5.47(d, J=
17.25 Hz, 1H), 6.06~6.13(m, 1H), 7.05(d,
J=8.44 Hz, 2H), 7.33(d,J=7.38 Hz, 2H),
7.41~7.42(m, 3H), 7. 83~7.87(m, 3H),
7.96(d, J=8.67 Hz, 2H), 8.02(d,J=8.01
Hz, 2H), 8.22(d, J=7.51 Hz, 1H),

HR MS (ESD): Formula C,; His N,O,, Mass
(M" +H) 645.380 4, Calc. Mass 644. 372 6,

(DALY 105 By L L 4

'H NMR (CDCl;, 400 MHz)§: 0. 90 (t,
J=6.92 Hz, 3H), 1.00(t, J=7.38 Hz, 3H),
1.33~1.84(m, 10H), 2. 63(t, J=7.72 Hz,

2H), 3.00(s, 3H), 4.06(t, J=6.56 Hz, 2H),
7.01(d,J=29.00 Hz, 2H), 7. 15(d, J =8. 52
Hz, 2H), 7.25(d,J=7.00 Hz, 2H), 7. 38(t,
J=7.86 Hz, 1H), 7.80(dd,J,=8.04 Hz, J,=
1.08 Hz, 1H), 7. 94(d, J=09.00 Hz, 2H),
8.16(dd, J,=7.74 Hz, J,=1.18 Hz, 1H),

HR MS(ESI) ; Formula C, H;, N, O, , Mass
(M" 4 H)>459. 2644, Calc. Mass 458. 256 9,

)4 J06 i1t Il i B 3

'"H NMR (CDCl;, 400 MHz)§: 0. 91(t, J=
6.92 Hz, 3H), 1.00(t, J=7.38 Hz, 3H), 1. 32~
1.36(m, 4H), 1.50~1.55(m, 2H), 1. 60~
1.68(m, 2H), 1. 78 ~1. 85(m, 2H), 2. 63 (¢,
J=7.74 Hz, 2H), 4.07(t, J=6.50 Hz, 2H),
7.01(d, J=9.00 Hz, 2H), 7.17(d, J=8.52 Hz,
2H), 7.25(d,J=7.00 Hz, 2H)., 7. 33(t, J=
7.82 Hz, 1H), 7. 94~8. 00(m, 3H), 8. 14(t,
J=7.96 Hz, 1H),

“F NMR (CDCl;, 400 MHz)§: —121.282 1
(s, 1F),

HR MS(ESD :Formula C,s H;; FN, O, s Mass
(M" +H) 463.239 7, Calc. Mass 462. 231 9,

3 HRH®

18 3R E B E
ARSCE A 6 A7 B AR ZZ i ¥ dr POM
A DSC 72, Herp [a] A S 2 L8 T3 1
DL 3-8 F5-2 WY I8 IR g op o 25 i A% Y 20 1 AT
LW EBA SR, S 5 M4 AR

3.1

1 THHTFHHETEERERT
Table 1  Phase transition temperatures and associated
transition enthalpies of the bent-core molecules
&Y T/C AH/(J+g ™
Crl 94 Cr 2 104. 3 (50.8) Sm 110.9 (2. 4)
ot N, 182.0 N, 186. 3 (0.63) Iso
Jo2 Cr 96.1 (66.8) N 108.0 Iso
Jos Cr 91.8 (104.5) N 139.3 (0. 8) Iso
Jo4 Cr 76.7 (80.8) SmC 150.1 (0.7) Iso

Jo5 Cr 75.8 (68.4) Iso,Iso 53 N 38.4 (36.0) Cr

Jo6 Cr 77.7 Iso

AT PR kAL /e, Cr f AH 5 Sm——I
A3 SmC——iE @ C ;5 N fia] 51 AH 5 Ny —— X 4l [ 1)
AR s Ny — 58l 17 B AR s Tso——4% 1] [Al A0
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LA 5y T 0 R B AH S B AR, B 3 AN IR IR 4y
T RAERER S R R B S . &9 Jo5 78
R A FE P e 53~38 C X [A] 8L T 1] 51 AH 3 X
T 25 Hh R — A F G A S B 1 40 AH A i
JE . B 5> B BEAIG, 3X 28 4 4 RIS 52
ST T B AR [ B 9 R A 1) R PR Bl R R
B D ik b . XA A To5 fi Jo6 ok
Ui o U T (JO6) FE 0 2R FR AL B (J05) . 3 3L
TWRASNER L XATREEH TH O B
JF 1 58 0% A R B AR T AN A TR A
L e T Ar AR TRNR T B HES) O L B
JO6 WA BB A VERE . AW J04 1G58 AL
JO1 AR, Mt Ab-& 4 Jo3 B, Xl hE &t T4
PRI T R AR P .
3.2 EHM-FTIERUK

Hur A MAEANS MRS SFhTHE
A ICEUE A FOCEUN S A RG] T TR
DL AN B R S S T Y L AR
UK Z T S I AR R BROGEK SN 5 . S8 I
R X — Sl TS AR . A SCh
B 6 D E AR+ B 2.5 X
10 mol /L {45 05 %5 W& Hh 1 5 Ah-7T DL W i 33 4n
B3 R, Hosse Ko KA 7ER 2 o AN 3
AUEN ARG R 3 A0, K
BRALTF 330~360 nm AW ICIESE H T on” HL
FERIE 51 By AR, AL T 430~450 nm

ft4r49 Jo1

L4 104

té.‘% J02
144l 105

L4540 J06

i
250 300 350 400 450 500 550 600
A/nm

K3 UV-Vis g ih 2%
Fig. 3 UV-Vis absorption spectra

Z F X #:

W i 2 T nenct HE T BRET 5 1R A9 AT L O IR
. mFA LAY J01.J03.J04 ¥ Je & A BB A
BRI A S J02.J05.J06 A& H —A4
1B R L B L J02.J05.]J06 ZEAA R B K F
F) 8 AT LW WSO HE J01.,J03.J04 i 35 AR

R2HMMEBF R, IR RN & AT
ZHERAE Y (J01.J02.J03.J04) bt AL 46 B /)N
(93 1 (JO5 . JO6) FE -n ™ BRAT 517 1y Wiz g 5 e 4k
AR X 55 W S0 B S N 4y T RE R
FEAG 8 AT DL IR e & A 4T B AN ) 1 . Sk
[8-9]rp i 25 1V & 20 1 7om ™ SR MR S i ) R
FE£ 360~370 nm, 41 B M 0 5 Oy P 2 T
AR . Scott LI . 8 5 Y B ik B SR T
5 R B X 58 AT UL I IR K A A KR L [
I X A7 58 (A1 A7 1) JBCA i A 4 o) 488 K 11 20 6 8 i
TCF T TR A [ R A 0 S — A I S il O 1 4y
TEER T T OGS RIS W 1
FHARTE AR .

T2 BUEWEIN ARG K RUIE R K

Table 2 Maximum absorptions of the molecules

& BRI K /nm
i Jo1 244 338 442
IWEZEZN Jo2 242 331 443

Jo3 243 345 440
Jo4 243 344 444
=50 Jo5 244 354 438
Jo6 248 361 432
4 4 it

BT 6 A S A 0 B AR R R (5,
4,3 ) AN X FR S il B b 43 L3 2 3 ) 8]
R AR B A 3 AR o AR B T B
TIFAE . AR B GBI OB 7R
330~360 nm H B TR on” B FERITT]E
AW, 7R 430 ~450 nm B 7 ALSS Y H non” HL
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